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While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the gospel, use 
this guide to help little minds begin to grasp big truths about Jesus and 
the kingdom of God.

GOD IS KING.
Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in charge over 
the whole world?” Explain that God made everything! 
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.

WE SINNED.
Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” Tell 
preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our 
sin makes God sad.

GOD SENT JESUS.
Explain that God must punish sin. He loves us and He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. Jesus came to take away 
the punishment for sin.

JESUS LOVES.
Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that Jesus gives us 
the best present. He never did anything wrong, but He 
was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our 
sin because He loves us.

Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach the 
Bible, you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God to 
grow the preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.
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Babies and Toddlers 
at a Glance

BABIES
Work the suggested activities in your regular routine.

TIP
Babies and toddlers will handle 
Bibles in each session. Keep 
hand-size Bibles in a basket or 
special bag for use each week.

Handle and look in the Bible. Tell the 
Gospel Gems and the Main Point to 
babies. Read the key passage card and 
explain God’s words are true. Pray.

Sing a song to a familiar tune 
that reinforces the Gospel 
Gems or the Main Point.

Choose from one or two of the suggested baby 
activities, or say the Gospel Gems or Main Point 
as you rock babies, change diapers, or interact with 
them in free play. Suggested activities will vary in 
learning style emphasis from week to week, but feel 
free to repeat what works best for your babies.

Do you have a Bonus Teaching Hour? Babies learn best 
through repetition. Continue to engage babies with their 

favorite activities or songs from the first hour.
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TODDLERS
Work the suggested activities in your regular routine.

BEFORE THE SESSION

1. Read the Bible story and the activity suggestions.
2. Choose activities that fit your group of babies or toddlers and gather the 

highlighted supplies.
3. Print any printables for the session, including the key passage cards, Bible story 

picture, and allergy alert.
4. Prepare the Big Picture Cards for Families: Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers to 

give to parents as they pick up their babies and toddlers, so they may reinforce 
the Bible story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems at home.

Tell toddlers the Bible story using the 
script provided, or tell the Bible story in 
your own words. Read the key passage 
card and say the Main Point. Pray.

Choose from any of the four suggested toddler 
activities that best suit your toddlers. As toddlers work 
through the activities, say the Main Point or briefly 
review the Bible story. Suggested activities will vary 
from week to week between Arts & Crafts, Dramatic 
Play, Puzzles & Manipulatives, Music & Thinking 
Skills, and Science & Nature. 

Do you have a Bonus Teaching Hour? Use the transition 
activity and two low-prep options to reinforce the Bible 
story and the Main Point for toddlers.
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Unit 25 • Session 1

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 25 • Session 1
Jesus the Anointed One

UNIT 25
SESSION 1 

JESUS WAS ANOINTED

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

The Bible Story

Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem. Soon Jesus would die on the cross to 
rescue people from their wrong choices. Jesus stopped at the house of a man 
named Simon. While He was there, a woman came to Jesus. She had a jar 
of sweet-smelling oil. The woman poured the oil on Jesus’ head to worship 
Him. Jesus’ friends were upset. They said, “She should have sold the oil for a 
lot of money to give to the poor!” Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She has done 
a very good thing for Me. People will remember what she has done for Me.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *A woman poured oil on Jesus.
 * Jesus knew He would soon die on the cross.
 *God sent Jesus because He loves us.

Owner
Typewritten Text
9/3/17
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 26; John 12. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: A woman poured oil on Jesus to show that Jesus would soon 
die on the cross. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. God sent Jesus because He 
loves us. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Oh, How I Love Jesus”:
“ Oh, how I love Jesus! Oh, how I love Jesus! 
Oh, how I love Jesus because He first loved me!”

SAY: God sent Jesus because He loves us. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN to 
rescue us.

WASH BABIES’ FEET
Post an allergy alert. Place babies in highchairs or on their backs on 
a blanket. One at a time, rub baby oil on a baby’s feet (or use warm 
water if allergies are an issue). Use a soft towel to dry her feet.
SAY: A woman poured oil on Jesus. She wanted to show that she 
loved Him. Jesus said He would soon die on the cross. JESUS DID 

GOD’S PLAN.

SHAKE PERFUME JARS
Before class, fill clean, travel-size plastic bottles with beads or 
uncooked beans. Seal the jars with colorful duct tape. Help babies 
hold and shake the “perfume jars” to hear the sounds they make.
SAY: A woman poured oil on Jesus to anoint Him. God sent Jesus 
because He loves us. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 25 • Session 1

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card to toddlers. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 26:6-13 or John 12:1-8. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Main Point. Pray for the toddlers.

PAINT WITH BABY OIL
Post an allergy alert. Provide colorful construction paper and large 
cotton balls for each toddler. Dab a few drops of oil on the cotton 
ball and guide toddlers to rub it across the paper. 
SAY: A woman poured oil on Jesus to show she loved Him. She 
anointed Jesus. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. God sent Jesus because He 
loves us.

PLAY OUT A MEAL
Provide toy dishes and toy food to play out serving a meal. Briefly 
review the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Jesus knew He would soon die on the cross. JESUS DID GOD’S 

PLAN. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

READ A BOOK
Print and assemble the “Jesus Saves Book” printable. Read the book 
to toddlers, pointing out today’s Bible story. Keep the book to use 
throughout this unit.
SAY: God sent Jesus because He loves us. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

MIX OIL AND WATER IN BOTTLES
Fill clear, empty water bottles with equal parts water and mineral or 
cooking oil. Add food color, glitter, and pom-poms. Seal the bottles 
with duct tape. Invite toddlers to shake the bottles and watch the oil 
and water separate. Read the key passage card.
SAY: A woman poured oil on Jesus to show JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS WAS ANOINTED
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH
Before class, make scented play dough according to the “Scented 
Play Dough” printable. Post an allergy alert. Invite toddlers to play 
with the scented play dough. 
SAY: Our play dough smells so good! A woman poured oil on Jesus 
to show she loved Him. Jesus’ friends were upset, but Jesus was 
pleased. Jesus knew He would soon die on the cross. JESUS DID 

GOD’S PLAN.

WORK PUZZLES
Provide wooden puzzles featuring Jesus, or print an extra copy of 
the Bible story picture onto heavyweight paper and cut it into three 
pieces. Invite toddlers to assemble the puzzles.
SAY: God sent Jesus because He loves us. Jesus knew He would soon 
die on the cross. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

TAKE A SCENT SURVEY
Before class, dip cotton swabs or strips of paper into various fruit 
or spice extracts. Post an allergy alert. Invite toddlers to smell the 
scents and raise their hand if they like them.
SAY: A woman poured oil on Jesus because she loved Him. God 
sent Jesus because He loves us. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Unit 25 • Session 2

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 25 • Session 2
Jesus the Anointed One

UNIT 25
SESSION 2 

JESUS CLEANSED THE 
TEMPLE
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

The Bible Story

Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus and His friends traveled to Jerusalem. Jesus knew that soon He would 
die and come back to life to rescue people. Jesus went to the temple, but it 
did not look or sound like a place to worship God. It looked and sounded 
like a noisy market! People were buying and selling animals in the temple. 
Other people were swapping out money. Jesus flipped over the tables and 
made those people leave. Jesus said, “It is written, My house will be a house 
of prayer.” People who could not see and people who could not walk came 
to Jesus, and Jesus healed them. The children who saw Jesus in the temple 
praised Him as the Messiah, God’s special King.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *People gave gifts to God in the temple.
 * Jesus made the people selling in the temple leave.
 * Jesus showed He is the Messiah.

Owner
Typewritten Text
9/10/17
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 21; Mark 11. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: People gave gifts to God in the temple, but some people were 
not using the temple right. Jesus made people selling in the temple 
leave. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Oh, How I Love Jesus”:
“ Oh, how I love Jesus! Oh, how I love Jesus! 
Oh, how I love Jesus because He first loved me!”

SAY: Jesus made people selling in the temple leave. Jesus showed He 
is the Messiah, God’s special King. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

MAKE ZIPLOCK ART
Use painter’s tape to make a J on heavyweight paper for each baby. 
Place the paper in a ziplock bag with a squirt of paint. Seal it with 
duct tape. Guide the baby to squish the paint. Talk about how Jesus 
starts with J. Remove the painter’s tape and set the art aside to dry.
SAY: Jesus showed He is the Messiah. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

PLAY WITH ANIMAL FIGURES
Provide plastic animal figures for babies to play with. Make sure 
the figures do not have small parts or sharp edges. It is OK if babies 
gum the figures, but disinfect figures afterward.
SAY: God made animals. People gave gifts to God in the temple, 
and some gifts were animals. Jesus made people selling in the temple 
leave. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 25 • Session 2

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card to 
toddlers. Open your Bible to Matthew 21 or Mark 11. Show the 
Bible story picture. Say the Main Point and then pray.

MAKE TEMPLE ART
Print the “Temple Template” onto heavyweight paper for each 
toddler. Provide foam rectangles, tissue paper squares, and adhesive 
dots. Guide toddlers to stick shapes to the temple. Assist as needed.
SAY: People gave gifts to God in the temple. Jesus made people 
selling in the temple leave. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

PUT “COINS” IN SLOTS
Provide a shoebox with a lid and clean, hand-size jar lids. Cut slits 
in the shoebox lid wide enough for the “coins” to fit in the slots. 
Use colorful masking tape to reinforce the holes. Invite toddlers to 
put coins in the slots, open the box, take them out, and play again.
SAY: People gave gifts to God in the temple. Jesus made people 
selling in the temple leave. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

READ A BOOK
Read the “Jesus Saves Book”printable to toddlers, pointing out 
today’s Bible story. Keep the book to use throughout this unit.
SAY: Jesus made people selling in the temple leave. JESUS DID 

GOD’S PLAN.

MAKE ANIMAL NOISES
Invite toddlers to make animal noises with you. Invite them to 
identify animals whose sounds you are making.
SAY: Some people treated the temple like an animal market! Jesus 
made people selling in the temple leave. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS CLEANSED THE TEMPLE
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE NOISE
Invite toddlers to shake sealed coffee cans filled with coins. Invite 
toddlers to make animal sounds and stomp their feet. Talk about 
how difficult it would be to worship God in such a noisy place.
SAY: Jesus made people selling in the temple leave. Jesus showed He 
is the Messiah. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

FINGERPLAY ABOUT PRAYER
Perform the hand motions to a simple fingerplay. Invite toddlers to 
do the motions with you.
“ God is listening, God is listening. [Point up to heaven.] 
to every word we say. [Point to your lips.] 
He will hear us, He will hear us. [Point to your ears.] 
Every time we pray.” [Fold hands in prayer.]

SAY: Jesus said the temple was for praying. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

BUILD WITH BLOCKS
Provide soft foam or cardboard blocks for toddlers to stack to make 
a temple. Make sure toddlers do not stack blocks above their chin 
level. Briefly review the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Jesus went to the temple to worship God. Jesus made people 
selling in the temple leave. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Unit 25 • Session 3

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 25 • Session 3
Jesus the Anointed One

UNIT 25
SESSION 3 

THE LAST SUPPER

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:26-30; John 13:1-15
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

The Bible Story

Matthew 26:26-30; John 13:1-15

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
The night before He died, Jesus ate a special meal with His friends. Jesus 
loved His friends, and Jesus washed His friends’ feet. Jesus’ friends were 
confused, but Jesus said, “I am showing you what you should do for each 
other.” Jesus told His friends about God’s plan. Jesus gave them bread and 
wine to show God was making a new, wonderful promise. Jesus was going 
to die on the cross to rescue people from their wrong choices, but God 
would make Him alive again. Jesus said, “When you eat this special meal, 
remember what I have done for you.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus ate a special meal with His friends.
 * Jesus washed His friends’ feet.
 * Jesus told His friends to remember Him.

Owner
Typewritten Text
9/17/17
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 26; John 13. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus ate a special meal with His friends. Jesus told His friends 
to remember Him. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Oh, How I Love Jesus”:
“ Oh, how I love Jesus! Oh, how I love Jesus! 
Oh, how I love Jesus because He first loved me!”

SAY: Jesus loved His friends. Jesus washed His friends’ feet at the 
special meal before He died on the cross. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

PLAY WITH TOY FOOD
Set a metal 6-count muffin tin on the floor in front of a baby. Place 
a piece of toy food in each hole. Help babies develop motor skills 
by taking the food out of the holes and putting it back. It is OK if 
babies gum the food, but make sure to sanitize the toys afterward.
SAY: Jesus ate a special meal with His friends before He died. Jesus 
told His friends to remember Him. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

SPLASH IN WATER
Sit on the floor or a chair with a baby in your lap. Place a plastic bin 
in front of you with half an inch of water. Hold the baby firmly as 
you help her splash her feet in the water. Keep towels handy.
SAY: Jesus washed His friends’ feet, and Jesus prayed for His friends. 
JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 25 • Session 3

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card to toddlers. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 26 or John 13. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the Main Point and then pray.

PAINT WITH GRAPE-FLAVORED WATER
Post an allergy alert. Draw a cup on heavyweight paper for each 
toddler. Mix dye-free grape-flavored powdered drink and water in 
bowls. Provide paintbrushes for toddlers to paint. Set aside to dry.
SAY: Jesus ate a special meal with His friends. He shared His bread 
and a drink made from grapes with them. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

WASH TODDLERS’ FEET
Play music as you wash each toddler’s feet in warm water. Dry his 
feet with a towel and help him put on his shoes.
SAY: Jesus prayed for His friends and washed their feet. Jesus told 
His friends to love each other. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

READ A BOOK
Read the “Jesus Saves Book” printable to toddlers, pointing out 
today’s Bible story. Keep the book to use next week as well.
SAY: Jesus ate a special meal with His friends. Jesus told them God’s 
plan. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

SQUISH GRAPES
Post an allergy alert. Provide each toddler with a sealed ziplock bag 
containing five seedless grapes. Invite the toddlers to squish the 
grapes to make grape juice. 
SAY: Jesus ate a special meal with His friends. He shared His bread 
and a drink made from grapes with them. Jesus told His friends to 
remember Him. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE LAST SUPPER
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:26-30; John 13:1-15
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH
Provide play dough, rolling pins, toy knives (no serrated edges), and 
cookie cutters for toddlers to make a play dough feast. Make sure 
toddlers do not eat the play dough. As toddlers play, talk about the 
Bible story.
SAY: Jesus ate a special meal with His friends. Jesus told His friends 
that He was going to die on the cross and come back to life. Jesus 
told His friends to remember Him. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

SING SONGS ABOUT JESUS
Sing “Jesus Loves Me,” “God Is So Good,” or the chorus of 
“Marvelous Grace” with toddlers as they move to the music. Check 
out the hymns online if you are unfamiliar with the tunes or lyrics.
SAY: Jesus told His friends to remember Him. We remember Jesus’ 
love for us when we sing to Him. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

PLAY OUT THE BIBLE STORY
Invite toddlers to play out a meal with toy dishes and toy food. As 
toddlers play out the meal, talk about the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus ate a special meal with His friends and prayed for them. 
Jesus told His friends to remember Him. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Unit 25 • Session 4

Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 25 • Session 4
Jesus the Anointed One

UNIT 25
SESSION 4 

JESUS WAS ARRESTED

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

The Bible Story

Matthew 26:36–27:2

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
After Jesus ate the special meal with His friends, He and His friends went to 
a garden to pray. Three of His friends went further with Him. Jesus asked 
them to wait while He prayed. Jesus was very sad. Jesus knew it was time 
for Him to die on the cross to rescue people. Jesus prayed, “My Father, if 
it is possible to rescue people another way, let it happen. But I will do Your 
plan.” Then Jesus went back to His friends, but they were asleep! Jesus woke 
up the friends. Judas was coming, and Judas brought people with him! Judas 
kissed Jesus and said, “Hello, Teacher!” Then the people grabbed Jesus to 
take Him away. Jesus’ friends ran away. Jesus said, “This is happening like 
God said it would.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus went to a garden to pray.
 * Jesus never made wrong choices.
 *God sent Jesus to rescue us.

Owner
Typewritten Text
9/24/17
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 26. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus went to a garden to pray. He was sad, but JESUS DID 

GOD’S PLAN. God sent Jesus to rescue us. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Oh, How I Love Jesus”:
“ Oh, how I love Jesus! Oh, how I love Jesus! 
Oh, how I love Jesus because He first loved me!”

SAY: JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. Jesus never made wrong choices. God 
sent Jesus to rescue us.

STICKY HEART ART
Before class, cut out several heart shapes from various media (foam 
sheets, doilies, tissue paper). Tape clear contact plastic sticky-side up 
onto a highchair or floor. Help babies place hearts onto the contact 
plastic, and then cover it with another sheet of contact plastic. Write 
the Main Point on each child’s artwork.
SAY: People took Jesus away, but Jesus never made wrong choices. 
JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

BREAK CHAINS
Wrap plastic teething chain links over books, around favorite toys, 
or jumper legs. Encourage babies to break the chains. You may also 
help babies link the chains so they can shake them.
SAY: Jesus never made wrong choices. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. God 
sent Jesus to rescue us.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Unit 25 • Session 4

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage card. 
Open your Bible to Matthew 26. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the Gospel Gems and Main Point. Pray 
for the toddlers.

SING A SONG
Sing “Jesus Loves Me” to toddlers as you perform simple hand 
motions or clap to the beat. If time permits, sing each toddler’s 
name in the song. 
SAY: Jesus never made wrong choices. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. God 
sent Jesus to rescue us.

WAKE UP AND SLEEP
Invite toddlers to lay down on the floor and pretend to sleep. When 
you say, “Wake up!” toddlers will sit up and stretch. Play the game 
three times.
SAY: Jesus went to a garden to pray, but His friends fell asleep three 
times! JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. God sent Jesus to rescue us.

READ A BOOK
Read the “Jesus Saves Book” printable to toddlers, pointing out 
today’s Bible story. Briefly review the previous week’s Bible stories.
SAY: All people do wrong things, but Jesus never made wrong 
choices. God sent Jesus to rescue us. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

PICK FLOWERS
Before class, cut holes in the lid of a large shoebox. Place firm 
florist’s foam in the shoe box and tape the shoebox closed. Stick 
artificial flowers without small pieces through the holes into the 
foam. Invite toddlers to pick the flowers.
SAY: Jesus went to a garden to pray. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS WAS ARRESTED
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: CHAIN IMPRINTS
Provide play dough and lightweight chain links. You may also use 
plastic teething links. Help toddlers make imprints of the chains.
SAY: People took Jesus away, but Jesus never made wrong choices. 
God sent Jesus to rescue us. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

LOOK AT FLOWERS AND LEAVES
Post an allergy alert. Provide non-breaking magnifying glasses and 
large flowers and leaves for toddlers to examine. Make sure toddlers 
do not eat the nature items.
SAY: Jesus went to a garden to pray. People took Jesus away, but 
Jesus never made wrong choices. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

FINGERPLAY ABOUT PRAYER
Perform the hand motions to a simple fingerplay. Invite toddlers to 
do the motions with you.
“ God is listening, God is listening. [Point up to heaven.] 
to every word we say. [Point to your lips.] 
He will hear us, He will hear us. [Point to your ears.] 
Every time we pray.” [Fold hands in prayer.]

SAY: Jesus went to a garden to pray. The Bible says God heard Jesus’ 
prayer. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. God sent Jesus to rescue us.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 26 • Session 1
Jesus the Savior

UNIT 26
SESSION 1 

JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 27:11-66
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
MAIN POINT: Jesus is alive.

The Bible Story

Matthew 27:11-66

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus did not do anything wrong, but people took Jesus to jail. They took 
Jesus to the high priest’s house. The high priest asked Jesus questions about 
His teaching. The high priest said that Jesus was lying about God, but Jesus 
always tells the truth. Jesus is God’s Son! The people did not believe Jesus, 
so they took Him to the governor, Pilate. The leaders of the people asked 
Pilate to punish Jesus by putting Him on a cross. Jesus always obeyed God, 
but He died on the cross because He loves us. The leaders asked for a huge 
stone to go in front of Jesus’ tomb. They said, “Jesus told His friends God 
would bring Him back to life in three days!”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus never did anything wrong.
 * Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan.
 *God made Jesus alive again.

Owner
Typewritten Text
10/1/17
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 27. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus never did anything wrong, but Jesus died on the cross to 
do God’s plan. God made Jesus alive again. JESUS IS ALIVE! [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”:
“ Jesus died for you and me, but He’s alive! *[Clap, clap] [Repeat] 
Jesus is God’s Son; and He loves ev’ryone! 
Jesus died for you and me, but He’s alive! *[Clap, clap] 
*Substitute simple actions in subsequent rounds.

SAY: Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan. JESUS IS ALIVE!

MAKE ZIPLOCK ART
Make a cross outline with painter’s tape on heavyweight paper for 
each baby. Place it in a ziplock bag with purple and white glitter 
paint. Invite babies to squeeze the bags to distribute the paint. 
Remove the tape and set artwork aside to dry.
SAY: Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan. It sounds sad, but this 
is actually good news! JESUS IS ALIVE, and He loves us.

PLAY PEEKABOO WITH A MIRROR
Sit with a baby on your lap. Play peekaboo, turning a non-breaking 
mirror facedown and then faceup as you say “Jesus loves you!” 
Repeat with each child.
SAY: Who does Jesus love? Jesus loves [baby’s name]. Jesus never did 
anything wrong, but Jesus died to rescue us. Jesus is alive! 

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to Matthew 27. Show the Bible story picture 
as you tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE A CROSS SUNCATCHER
Cut a cross shape out of contact plastic for each toddler. Tape the 
plastic sticky-side up to a table or to the window at toddlers’ height. 
Invite toddlers to stick squares of colorful tissue paper to the plastic, 
and then cover it with another sheet. Write the Main Point.
SAY: Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan. JESUS IS ALIVE!

ANSWER QUESTIONS
Ask simple questions, such as “Who is God’s Son?” or “Who made 
us and loves us?” Encourage toddlers to wave their hands and shout 
“Jesus!” Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: People asked Jesus lots of questions. They did not believe Jesus 
is God’s Son! Jesus died on the cross, but JESUS IS ALIVE!

PLAY WITH PEOPLE FIGURES
Provide several people figures, a doll house, and toy vehicles for 
toddlers to play with. As toddlers play, briefly review the story.
SAY: People make wrong choices all the time! Jesus never did 
anything wrong, but Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan 
because He loves people. JESUS IS ALIVE!

EXAMINE LEAVES
Before class, place leaves in plastic CD covers and seal them with 
duct tape. Choose bright green leaves, colorful leaves, and leaves 
that have decayed. Talk about how leaves wither in the fall.
SAY: In autumn, the leaves fall, but God brings back the leaves in 
the spring. God made Jesus alive again, and JESUS IS ALIVE today!
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 27:11-66
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
MAIN POINT: Jesus is alive.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PRAISE PARADE
Provide rhythm instruments for toddlers to use as you play favorite 
worship songs. Toddlers may also dance along with the music.
SAY: Today’s story sounds really sad. Jesus never did anything 
wrong, but Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan. The good news 
is that God made Jesus alive again. JESUS IS ALIVE today!

LOOK FOR CROSSES
Take toddlers on a cross hunt using a stroller or a walking rope. As 
you walk through the church building, point out the crosses that 
you see. If you cannot leave the room, tape cross cutouts at toddlers’ 
eye level throughout the room.
SAY: A cross reminds us that Jesus died on the cross to do God’s 
plan. Because of Jesus, we can be with God. JESUS IS ALIVE today!

PLAY WITH PLAY DOUGH
Provide play dough, rolling pins, and cookie cutters, specifically 
people-shaped and cross-shaped. Invite toddlers to play with the 
play dough as you review the story. 
SAY: Jesus is God’s Son, and God sent Jesus to earth as a man. 
People make wrong choices, but Jesus never did anything wrong. 
Jesus died on the cross to do God’s plan. JESUS IS ALIVE!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 26 • Session 2
Jesus the Savior

UNIT 26
SESSION 2 

JESUS’ RESURRECTION

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:1-15; John 20:1-18
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
MAIN POINT: Jesus is alive.

The Bible Story

Matthew 28:1-15; John 20:1-18

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Three days after Jesus died, Mary and some other women went to the tomb 
where they put Jesus. They brought sweet-smelling spices to put on Jesus’ 
body. They were so sad! When they reached Jesus’ tomb, the huge stone 
was rolled away and a man in bright clothes was sitting on it. “Why are 
you looking for Jesus here? He is alive!” the angel said. Then they saw Jesus! 
The women ran to tell the friends the good news. Peter and John ran to the 
tomb. They found the cloth that was wrapped around Jesus, but Jesus was 
not there! Peter was confused, but John believed. Jesus is alive!

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *God sent Jesus to rescue us.
 * Jesus’ friends saw an empty tomb.
 *God made Jesus alive again.

Owner
Typewritten Text
10/8/17
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
John 20. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue us. Jesus died on the cross, but JESUS 

IS ALIVE. Jesus’ friends saw an empty tomb! [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”:
“ Jesus died for you and me, but He’s alive! *[Clap, clap] [Repeat] 
Jesus is God’s Son; and He loves ev’ryone! 
Jesus died for you and me, but He’s alive! *[Clap, clap] 
*Substitute simple actions in subsequent rounds.

SAY: JESUS IS ALIVE! God sent Jesus to rescue us.

PAINT WITH TASTE-SAFE FINGER PAINT
Post an allergy alert. Place babies in bucket seats or highchairs. Use 
painting smocks to protect clothing. Add food color to plain yogurt 
or whipped cream for babies to use as finger paint on heavyweight 
paper. Keep wipes handy for cleanup.
SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue us by dying on the cross. God made 
Jesus alive. JESUS IS ALIVE today! 

TOUCH AND FEEL OIL
Post an allergy alert. Gently rub a drop of baby oil on a baby’s hands 
or feet. Talk about how the oil smells and feels soft and clean.
SAY: Jesus’ friends went to put oil and spices on Jesus’ body after 
Jesus died on the cross. When they got there, Jesus’ friends saw an 
empty tomb! JESUS IS ALIVE!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to John 20. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE EMPTY TOMB ART
Before class, gather construction paper, glue sticks, and brad 
fasteners. Cut out a semicircle and a circle about two inches wide 
from gray or brown paper for each toddler. Invite toddlers to glue 
their semicircle to construction paper. Help them draw and color 
in a hole with washable markers. Use a brad to secure the “stone” 
above the hole to roll it aside. Write the Main Point on each paper.
SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue us, but Jesus is not in a tomb. JESUS 

IS ALIVE today!

RACE TO THE TOMB
Tape a large gray paper cutout to one wall to represent the tomb. 
Clear away any obstacles and line up the toddlers on the opposite 
wall. Invite toddlers to run to the tomb one at a time.
SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue us. When the women said JESUS IS 

ALIVE, Peter and John ran to His tomb. JESUS IS ALIVE today!

ROLL AWAY A STONE
Crumple a large sheet of gray paper to make a stone. You may also 
use a beach ball or foam ball. Invite toddlers to roll the stone back 
and forth as you talk about the large stone in front of Jesus’ tomb.
SAY: Jesus’ friends saw an empty tomb, and the stone was rolled 
away! Then they saw Jesus alive! JESUS IS ALIVE today!

LISTEN TO HEARTBEATS
Provide a stethoscope for toddlers to listen to their heartbeats.
SAY: Jesus died on the cross, but God made Him alive. Jesus’ friends 
could see and touch Him, and He has a heartbeat. JESUS IS ALIVE!
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS’ RESURRECTION
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:1-15; John 20:1-18
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
MAIN POINT: Jesus is alive.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: SING ABOUT JESUS
Invite toddlers to clap, dance, or tap the table as you sing songs 
about Jesus’ love, such as “Jesus Loves Me.” Sing the chorus of “Low 
in the Grave He Lay” or other songs about the resurrection. If you 
are unfamiliar with these songs, check them out online before class.
SAY: Jesus’ friends were so sad when He died on the cross! But God 
sent Jesus to rescue us. The third day after Jesus died, God made 
Jesus alive again! Jesus’ friends saw an empty tomb. JESUS IS ALIVE 
today! 

LOOK IN THE TOMB
Drape a blanket over three sides of a table. Fold a white sheet 
and set it in the “tomb.” Briefly review the Bible story and invite 
toddlers to look inside the empty tomb.
SAY: Jesus’ friends went to the tomb to take care of His body. Jesus’ 
friends saw an empty tomb because JESUS IS ALIVE!

HIDE A PERSON FIGURE
While toddlers watch you, hide a person figure under a blanket or 
in a box. Invite them to find the person. Review the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus’ friends saw an empty tomb. Jesus’ friends did not know 
what had happened to Jesus! Jesus showed His friends that JESUS IS 

ALIVE. God made Jesus alive again.
Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 26 • Session 3
Jesus the Savior

UNIT 26
SESSION 3 

THE EMMAUS DISCIPLES

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 24:13-35
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
MAIN POINT: Jesus is alive.

The Bible Story

Luke 24:13-35

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Two of Jesus’ friends were walking down the road. They were talking about 
Jesus. They were confused! All of a sudden, Jesus began walking with them, 
but they did not know He was Jesus. Jesus asked, “What are you talking 
about?” One man said, “We thought Jesus was God’s special King, but He 
died on the cross three days ago. This morning, some of the women said 
Jesus is alive!” Jesus reminded the friends about God’s promise in the Bible. 
God had said the special King, the Messiah, would die and come back to 
life. The two friends asked Jesus to eat with them. When Jesus prayed and 
broke the bread, they knew He was Jesus! They hurried to tell their friends 
what happened.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Two friends saw Jesus alive.
 * Jesus helped His friends understand God’s plan.
 * Jesus said the Bible is about Him.

Owner
Typewritten Text
10/15/17
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Luke 24. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus helped His friends understand God’s plan. Jesus said the 
Bible is about Him. The two friends saw Jesus alive, and JESUS IS 

ALIVE today. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”:
“ Jesus died for you and me, but He’s alive! *[Clap, clap] [Repeat] 
Jesus is God’s Son; and He loves ev’ryone! 
Jesus died for you and me, but He’s alive! *[Clap, clap] 
*Substitute simple actions in subsequent rounds.

SAY: Jesus helped His friends understand God’s plan for Him to 
die on the cross and come back to life. Jesus said the Bible is about 
Him. JESUS IS ALIVE today!

TAKE A NATURE WALK WITH BABIES
If weather permits, push babies in a stroller outside. As you walk, 
whether indoors or outdoors, talk about how Jesus’ friends were 
talking about God’s plan on the way to Emmaus.
SAY: Two friends saw Jesus alive while they were taking a walk. Jesus 
said the Bible is about Him. JESUS IS ALIVE!

READ A BIBLE STORYBOOK
Provide a Bible storybook and read past Bible stories to the babies. 
SAY: The Bible is God’s words. Jesus said the Bible is about Him. 
The Bible tells us about God’s plan, and it says JESUS IS ALIVE!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to Luke 24. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

DECORATE JESUS’ NAME
Provide construction paper for each toddler. Write the name JESUS 
in liquid glue. Invite toddlers to stick various media onto the name, 
such faux feathers, pom-poms, crumpled paper, or foam shapes. You 
may use stickers instead of glue for young toddlers.
SAY: Who is the Bible about? Jesus said the Bible is about Him. The 
Bible tells us that JESUS IS ALIVE!

PRACTICE THE KEY PASSAGE
Print the key passage card in the translation of your choice and cut 
it out. Stick a gift bow to the back of the key passage card. Pass the 
key passage card to each toddler and say it aloud. Invite the toddlers 
to cheer each time they hear the key passage.
SAY: Two friends saw Jesus alive. We read about Jesus in the Bible. 
We trust Jesus by faith because we have not seen Jesus. JESUS IS 

ALIVE. One day we will see Him and be with Him forever!

SERVE A MEAL
Provide toy food and toy dishes to play out eating a meal with 
friends. Briefly review the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Jesus helped His friends understand God’s plan. When Jesus 
gave them bread to eat, they realized JESUS IS ALIVE! 

LOOK AT NATURE ITEMS
Place nature items the friends might have seen on the way to 
Emmaus in sealed clear containers for toddlers to look at. 
SAY: Jesus’ friends walked a long way, listening to Him explain the 
Bible. Two friends saw Jesus alive. JESUS IS ALIVE today!
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE EMMAUS DISCIPLES
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 24:13-35
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
MAIN POINT: Jesus is alive.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH ART
Provide play dough, play dough utensils, and heart-shaped cookie 
cutters for toddlers to play with as you review the Bible story. 
SAY: Two friends saw Jesus alive. Jesus helped His friends 
understand God’s plan. Jesus said the Bible is about Him. JESUS IS 

ALIVE today! 

TELL A FRIEND JESUS IS ALIVE
Call a toddler by name and invite her to tell a friend that Jesus is 
alive as you say it with her. If she is non-verbal, she can give a friend 
a hug or a high-five as you tell the good news. Praise each child.
SAY: Two friends saw Jesus alive, and right away they went to tell 
the other friends the good news. JESUS IS ALIVE!

WORK BIBLE STORY PUZZLES
Print the “Bible Story Puzzles” printable onto heavyweight paper 
and cut them into three or four pieces. Invite toddlers to work the 
puzzles as you briefly review the Gospel Gems or Main Points listed 
on the corresponding “Puzzle Review Card” printable.
SAY: Jesus helped His friends understand God’s plan. Jesus said the 
Bible is about Him. JESUS IS ALIVE!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 27 • Session 1
Jesus the Risen King

UNIT 27
SESSION 1 

JESUS APPEARED TO THE 
DISCIPLES
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-23
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

The Bible Story

Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-23

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus’ friends were hiding in a locked room. They were afraid. People had 
taken Jesus away and put Him on the cross. They were afraid the people 
would take them away and hurt them too! Suddenly, Jesus stood in front 
of them without even unlocking the door. They thought He was a ghost! 
“Peace to you!” Jesus said. Jesus showed them His hands and His feet, and 
they were so happy. The friends praised God for Jesus. Jesus even ate fish 
with them. Jesus was alive! Jesus taught His friends that everything that had 
happened to Him was God’s plan to rescue people. 

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *The friends were hiding in a room.
 * Jesus showed His friends He is alive.
 * Jesus told His friends about God’s plan.

Owner
Typewritten Text
10/22/17
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Luke 24 or John 20. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus showed His friends He is alive, and He told them about 
God’s plan. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. [Pray for babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ Jesus is with you, Jesus is with you, everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave you; He will always love you! 
Follow Him, follow Him!”

SAY: The friends were hiding in a room. Jesus showed His friends 
He is alive! WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS and His love!

MAKE “BIBLE” ART
Provide a sheet of dark construction paper for each baby, folded in 
half. Paint her hand with white washable paint but leave the center 
of her palm unpainted. Gently press her hand onto the inside page; 
wipe her hand immediately. Write Jesus is alive! above her handprint 
and write The Bible says ... on the front cover. Set aside to dry.
SAY: The Bible is God’s words. The Bible tells us that Jesus showed 
His friends He is alive. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS too!

PEEKABOO JESUS
Print the Bible story picture and cut out the image of Jesus. Tape it 
to the back of a non-breaking hand mirror. Sit with a baby on your 
lap. Show the baby his reflection and say that Jesus loves him. Flip 
the mirror to show Jesus’ picture.
SAY: Jesus loves you. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. 

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open 
your Bible to Luke 24 or John 20. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Gospel Gems and Main Point. Pray.

MAKE HEART ART
Provide heavyweight paper, a painting smock, and a cardboard tube 
for each toddler. Indent one side of each tube to make a heart shape. 
Pour washable red paint onto plates for toddlers to make heart 
stamps on their paper. Keep wipes handy. Write the Main Point.
SAY: The friends were hiding in a room, but Jesus appeared. Jesus 
told His friends about God’s plan to rescue us because He loves us. 
WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. Jesus is alive!

FIND JESUS
Show toddlers the Bible story picture or a person figure. Hide the 
image or figure. Invite children to look for it. Review the story.
SAY: In our Bible story, Jesus’ friends were hiding, but Jesus told His 
friends about God’s plan. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS!

UNLOCK PADLOCKS
Provide hand-size padlocks and keys for toddlers to practice locking 
and unlocking. Make sure toddlers do not place the keys in their 
mouths. Tell them that Jesus’ friends were hiding in a locked room.
SAY: Jesus showed His friends He is alive! Jesus told His friends 
about God’s plan. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

MAKE JESUS APPEAR
Draw a stick figure Jesus for toddlers with a green crayon or colored 
pencil. Invite toddlers to use a red washable marker to color over the 
figure. Place red cellophane over the picture for Jesus to appear.
SAY: Jesus showed His friends He is alive! WE CAN TELL OTHERS 

ABOUT JESUS. Jesus promises to be with us always.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS APPEARED TO THE DISCIPLES
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-23
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: SING ABOUT JESUS
Provide rhythm instruments for toddlers to play as you sing songs 
about Jesus, such as “Jesus Loves Me,” “Jesus Loves the Little 
Children,” or “Oh, How I Love Jesus.”
SAY: The friends were hiding in a room because Jesus had died on 
the cross. Jesus showed His friends He is alive, and Jesus told His 
friends about God’s plan. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. 

WIGGLE HANDS AND TAP FEET
Invite toddlers to stand with you. Whenever you say “wiggle,” invite 
toddlers to wiggle or shake their hands with you. When you say 
“tap,” invite toddlers to tap or stomp their feet. Start slowly, and 
then call out the actions faster. 
SAY: Jesus showed His friends His hands and His feet. WE CAN TELL 

OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. We can tell others that Jesus is alive!

SEE A HOLE
Roll and tape a sheet of paper to make a tube about 1/2-inch wide. A 
toddler will look through the tube with one eye, keeping both eyes 
open. Hold up his other hand halfway down the length of the tube 
to see a hole in his hand.
SAY: Jesus showed His friends He is alive by showing them His 
hands and feet. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. He is alive!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 27 • Session 2
Jesus the Risen King

UNIT 27
SESSION 2 

JESUS AND THE DOUBTER

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 20:24-29
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

The Bible Story

John 20:24-29

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
One of Jesus’ friends—Thomas—was not there when Jesus visited His 
friends. The other friends kept telling Thomas, “We have seen Jesus!” But 
Thomas did not believe them. Thomas said, “I want to see and touch the 
holes in His hands and His side, or I will never believe!” Eight days later, 
the friends were in a locked room again. This time, Thomas was with them. 
Jesus stood in front of them! Jesus said to Thomas, “Touch the marks on My 
hands and My side. I am alive! Believe it!” Thomas believed. Thomas said, 
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus told Thomas, “You believe because you see 
Me. Those who believe in Me but do not see Me are blessed.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive.
 *Thomas believed Jesus is the Lord.
 *We can believe God’s words about Jesus.

Owner
Typewritten Text
10/29/17
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
John 20. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive, and Thomas believed 
Jesus is the Lord. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ Jesus is with you, Jesus is with you, everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave you; He will always love you! 
Follow Him, follow Him!”

SAY: The Bible is God’s words. It tells us about Jesus. We can believe 
God’s words about Jesus, and WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

CHEER FOR BABIES
Sit in a circle with the babies on laps or in highchairs facing each 
other. Call each baby’s name, help her pull up to standing or bounce 
her on your lap, and cheer, “[Baby’s name] is here!” 
SAY: Thomas was not there when Jesus appeared. Jesus showed 
Thomas that He is alive. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS!

TOUCH A SENSORY BAG
Pour clear shower gel, water beads, glitter, plastic shapes, and other 
items in a ziplock bag and seal it with duct tape. Invite babies to 
touch and feel the bags.
SAY: Thomas believed Jesus is the Lord when he saw Jesus alive. We 
can believe God’s words about Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT 

JESUS!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open the 
Bible to John 20. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the story. 
Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE HAND ART
Provide a sheet of paper for each toddler and fold it in half. Guide 
her to place her hand on the folded paper with her thumb and 
forefinger touching the fold. Trace her hand and then cut along the 
traced lines. Give her a heart sticker to place in the center of each 
palm. Write the Main Point across the hands.
SAY: Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive, and Thomas believed 
Jesus is the Lord. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. He is alive!

WHO IS IT?
Before class, request permission to take pictures of toddlers with 
an electronic device according to your church’s security guidelines. 
Show the pictures to the children and say, “Point to this friend!” 
SAY: One of Jesus’ friends was not there when He appeared. 
Thomas wanted to see Jesus. Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive. 
WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

WORK A PUZZLE
Print the Bible story picture and cut it into four squares. Invite 
toddlers to work the puzzle as you talk about the story.
SAY: Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive. We can believe God’s 
words about Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

IS IT ALIVE?
Gather magazine cutouts of people and nonliving objects. Help the 
toddlers sort the living and nonliving items.
SAY: Thomas believed Jesus is the Lord. We can believe God’s words 
about Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS AND THE DOUBTER
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 20:24-29
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH
Before class, make scented play dough according to the “Scented 
Play Dough” printable. Post an allergy alert. Invite toddlers to play 
with the scented play dough. Talk about toddlers using their senses.
SAY: Thomas did not believe Jesus was alive until he saw Him. We 
can believe God’s words about Jesus without seeing Him. WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

PASS THE BIBLE
Print the key passage card in the translation of your choice. Use the 
card to mark the key passage in a small Bible. Invite toddlers to sit 
in a circle. Play music as toddlers pass the Bible. Stop the music. 
Guide a child to open the Bible as you say the key passage. 
SAY: Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive. Thomas believed Jesus 
is the Lord. We can believe God’s words about Jesus. WE CAN TELL 

OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

LOOK AT HANDS
Provide non-breaking magnifying glasses for toddlers to look at 
their hands and fingertips. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive. We can believe God’s 
words about Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 27 • Session 3
Jesus the Risen King

UNIT 27
SESSION 3 

JESUS FORGIVES AND 
RESTORES
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 21:1-19
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

The Bible Story

John 21:1-19

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Seven of Jesus’ friends were by the sea. Peter said, “I am going fishing.” The 
others went too. They fished all night long, but they did not catch anything. 
When the sun came up, a man on the shore said to put the net on the other 
side of the boat. They obeyed. They caught so many fish they could not 
pull in the net! “It is Jesus!” John said. Peter jumped into the sea and swam 
to shore. Jesus and His friends ate fish for breakfast. Then Jesus asked Peter 
three times, “Do you love Me?” Peter said, “Yes, Lord!” Jesus told Peter and 
the friends to tell others about Him.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus ate fish with His friends.
 * Jesus forgave Peter.
 * Jesus wanted Peter to tell others about Him.

Owner
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
John 21. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a job. Jesus wanted Peter to 
tell others about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ Jesus is with you, Jesus is with you, everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave you; He will always love you! 
Follow Him, follow Him!”

SAY: Peter thought God’s plan was over, but Jesus wanted Peter to 
tell others about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

MAKE SHEEP ART
Post an allergy alert. Paint a child’s hand with washable black paint. 
Help him press his hand with fingers splayed onto heavyweight 
paper and wipe off his hand. Cut quilt batting circles and glue one 
onto the palm. Stick googly eyes on the sheep. Write Feed My sheep! 
across the top of the page. Set aside to dry.
SAY: Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a job. Like Peter, WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

TOUCH AND FEEL FISH NETS
Cut a pair of fishnet stockings into 6-inch sections. Pour smooth 
aquarium stones and toy fish in each section and knot it closed. 
Reinforce the knots with duct tape. Invite babies to squish the nets.
SAY: Jesus ate fish with His friends, and Jesus forgave Peter. WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to John 21. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE SEA ART
Place a heavyweight sheet of paper in a shirt box. Squirt blue, green, 
and white washable paint on the paper. Put a marble in the box, 
cover it, and help toddlers shake the box. Remove the artwork and 
let it dry. Toddlers can stick fish-shaped stickers to the art.
SAY: Jesus ate fish with His friends, and Jesus forgave Peter. Jesus 
gave Peter a job to do. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

EAT BREAKFAST WITH FRIENDS
Provide toy food and dishes for toddlers to play out eating a meal 
with their friends. Talk about the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Jesus ate fish with His friends. Jesus gave Peter a job to do on 
earth. Like Peter, WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

FEED THE SHEEP
Print an image of a sheep from the Internet and glue it to the side 
of a cardboard box. Carefully use a screwdriver to make a hole near 
the mouth. Toddlers will “feed” the sheep by pushing green chenille 
craft stems through the hole.
SAY: Jesus told Peter to feed Jesus’ sheep. Jesus wanted Peter to tell 
others about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

PLAY WITH WATER
Provide a small plastic tub with an inch of water. Supervise toddlers 
as they play with floating toys.
SAY: Jesus ate fish with His friends. Jesus wanted Peter to tell others 
about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS FORGIVES AND RESTORES
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 21:1-19
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: FISHY KEY PASSAGE
Write the key passage on fish bath toys. Place them in a small pool 
with water (enough to float). Provide small nets for toddlers to 
scoop the fish. Say the key passage when children catch the fish. 
SAY: Jesus ate fish with His friends when He came back to life. 
Jesus wanted Peter to tell others about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS 

ABOUT JESUS too!

COUNT TO SEVEN
Provide seven small items for toddlers to touch or point to as you 
count aloud. Talk about the story.
SAY: Jesus’ seven friends went fishing. They had been fishermen 
before they followed Jesus. Now that Jesus had died and came back 
to life, they were not sure what they should do. Jesus wanted Peter 
to tell others about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

SORT FISH
Provide several fish-shaped cutouts and guide toddlers to sort them 
by size and color. Talk about the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY: Jesus ate fish with His friends, and Jesus forgave Peter. Jesus 
wanted Peter to tell others about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS 

ABOUT JESUS!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 27 • Session 4
Jesus the Risen King

UNIT 27
SESSION 4 

JESUS GAVE THE GREAT 
COMMISSION
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

The Bible Story

Matthew 28:16-20

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
After Jesus died on the cross and came back to life, Jesus spent time with 
His friends and taught them about God’s plan. Jesus told His friends to go 
to a mountain in Galilee. When they saw Jesus there, they worshiped Him. 
Jesus had something important to tell them. “God has given Me power in 
heaven and on earth,” Jesus said. “So go and teach all people everywhere 
about Me. Baptize them and teach them to obey everything I taught you. 
Remember, I am always with you, until the very end of time.”  

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus has power over everything.
 * Jesus gave His friends a job to do on earth.
 * Jesus’ followers tell people everywhere about Him.

Owner
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11/12/17
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 28:16-20. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus gave His friends a job to do on earth. Until He comes 
back, Jesus’ followers tell people everywhere about Him. WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS wherever we go. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ Jesus is with you, Jesus is with you, everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave you; He will always love you! 
Follow Him, follow Him!”

SAY: Jesus promised His friends that He would be with them 
forever. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS everywhere we go.

MAKE FOOTPRINT ART
Press a baby’s feet onto a washable ink pad and then stamp them 
onto a heart cut from an old road map. Wipe her feet immediately. 
Write the Main Point on her paper. Set aside her artwork to dry.
SAY: Jesus’ followers tell people everywhere about Him. WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. 

TRAVEL NEAR AND FAR
Make sure each leader holds one baby and clear any obstacles from 
the floor. Stand in a circle and say “far.” Take steps in until the 
babies are close to each other and say “near.” Play several rounds. 
SAY: Jesus gave His friends a job to do on earth. WE CAN TELL 

OTHERS ABOUT JESUS whether they are near or far.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Matthew 28. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the story. Say the Main Point or Gospel Gems. Pray.

PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES
Before class, make copies of photos of missionaries your church 
supports. Help toddlers glue one picture to construction paper. 
Provide stickers for toddlers to decorate their page. Write Pray for us! 
on each child’s paper. Tell toddlers about the missionaries.
SAY: You cannot travel to [missions area] yet, but you can pray for 
the people there to love Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

DRIVE TOY CARS
Provide toy cars for toddlers to play out driving on a trip. As 
toddlers play, talk about the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus’ followers tell people everywhere about Him. You do not 
have to be a grown-up to tell people how much Jesus loves them. 
WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. 

MATCH FACES
Print two sets of the “Faces” printable and cut apart the cards. 
Arrange the cards in a grid for toddlers to match the faces. Talk 
about how God loves children from all over the world.
SAY: Jesus loves people! WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

GO ON A MOUNTAIN HIKE
If weather permits, take a nature walk to a hill or a large rock. At 
the “mountain,” briefly tell the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus gave His friends a job to do on earth. We have the same 
job! WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS!  
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS GAVE THE GREAT COMMISSION
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MUSICAL STEPS
Tape red, blue, and yellow construction paper to the floor in a 
circle. Invite toddlers to stand on a square and then walk around the 
circle as you sing “Jesus Loves Me.” When you stop, show a piece 
of red, blue, or yellow paper as you call out the color. Children 
standing on the color will say the Main Point with you.
SAY: Jesus has power over everything. Jesus gave His friends a job to 
do on earth. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS wherever we go.

WORK TRANSPORTATION PUZZLES
Invite toddlers to work puzzles featuring modes of transportation. If 
you do not have these puzzles, print images from the Internet and 
cut them into simple puzzle shapes.
SAY: Jesus gave His friends a job to do on earth. WE CAN TELL 

OTHERS ABOUT JESUS by car, boat, plane, or even walking!

LOOK AT A GLOBE OR MAP
Provide globes, atlases, or world maps for toddlers to examine. Point 
to where the children live. Say, “Jesus loves people near!” Point to 
another country and say, “Jesus loves people far!”
SAY: Jesus’ followers tell people everywhere about Him. WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS everywhere we go!
Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 27 • Session 5
Jesus the Risen King

UNIT 27
SESSION 5 

JESUS ASCENDED TO 
HEAVEN
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 1:4-14
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

The Bible Story

Acts 1:4-14

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
When Jesus came back to life, He told His friends to stay in Jerusalem until 
God sent the Holy Spirit to them. The friends asked, “Lord, are You going 
to be the king of Israel now?” They thought Jesus might sit on a throne like 
King David or King Solomon. Jesus is King, but it was not time for that. 
Jesus said, “For now, you will tell people all over the world about Me.” After 
Jesus said these words, He went up to heaven on a cloud. Suddenly, two 
men in white clothes stood next to them. “Why are you looking at the sky? 
Jesus will come back the same way,” they said. Then the friends went back 
to Jerusalem and prayed together.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus told His friends to wait for the Holy Spirit.
 *The friends watched Jesus go up into heaven.
 * Jesus will come back one day.

Owner
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Acts 1. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus went up to heaven even though He is alive. Jesus will 
come back one day. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ Jesus is with you, Jesus is with you, everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave you; He will always love you! 
Follow Him, follow Him!”

SAY: Before Jesus went up to heaven, Jesus told His friends to wait 
for the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is always with Jesus’ followers. 
WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS, and the Holy Spirit helps us.

TOUCH TASTE-SAFE CLOUDS
Post an allergy alert. Cover the floor with a dropcloth and provide 
painting smocks for the babies. Scoop whipped cream onto the 
dropcloth. Invite babies to touch the “clouds.” Keep wipes handy.
SAY: Jesus will come back one day just as He left. WE CAN TELL 

OTHERS ABOUT JESUS while we wait for Him.

LOOK AT CLOUDS
If weather permits, push babies outside in a stroller and point 
out the clouds. You may also show babies clouds by looking out a 
window or at an electronic device. 
SAY: The friends watched Jesus go up into heaven on a cloud. Jesus 
will come back one day. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.



52 Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 27 • Session 5

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to Acts 1. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Main Point or Gospel Gems. Pray.

PAINT WITH COTTON BALLS
Post an allergy alert. Give toddlers painting smocks, cotton balls, 
spring-hinged clothespins, and heavyweight paper. Squirt washable 
finger paint onto paper plates. Show toddlers how to use the 
clothespin to use a cotton ball as a paintbrush. Keep wipes handy. 
Write the Main Point on each child’s artwork.
SAY: The friends watched Jesus go up into heaven on a cloud. Jesus 
will come back one day. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

WAIT AND GO
Invite toddlers to walk around the room. Explain that when you say 
“wait,” the children must freeze. When you say “go,” they can move 
again. Vary the times that children must wait and go.
SAY: Jesus told His friends to wait for the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit helps Jesus’ followers. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

MATCH CLOUDS
Cut simple shapes (circle, square, triangle, heart) out of quilt 
batting. Make two of each shape. Invite toddlers to match the 
clouds by shape. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: The friends watched Jesus go up into heaven on a cloud. Jesus 
is alive in heaven today. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

PLAY WITH CLOUD SAND
Prepare the “Cloud Sand Recipe” before class. Provide a plastic bin 
for toddlers to explore the sand. Keep wipes handy.
SAY: Jesus went to heaven on a cloud. Jesus will come back one day. 
Until Jesus comes back, WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS ASCENDED TO HEAVEN
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 1:4-14
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: LOOK AT THE BIBLE
Provide various hand-size and storybook Bibles for toddlers to 
examine. Remind children that the Bible is God’s words, and God’s 
words are true.
SAY: The Bible tells us that Jesus is alive in heaven. The Bible tells 
us that Jesus will come back one day, so we know that He will. 
While we wait, WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS and His love.

PLAY “HIDE-AND-SEEK”
Invite toddlers to hide while you cover your eyes and count to 10. 
Make sure another adult helper keeps his eyes open to help the 
children hide safely. Play several rounds, and then review the story.
SAY: The friends watched Jesus go up into heaven, but Jesus is alive! 
He is in heaven right now, but Jesus will come back one day. WE 

CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

PLAY “I SPY”
Provide clean paper towel tubes for toddlers to look for Jesus. 
Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus is alive today. The friends watched Jesus go up into 
heaven, and Jesus will come back one day. WE CAN TELL OTHERS 

ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 27 • Session 6
Jesus the Risen King

UNIT 27
SESSION 6 

A SONG OF THANKSGIVING

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 12
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

The Bible Story

Isaiah 12

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Long before Jesus came to earth, God showed the prophet Isaiah that the 
Messiah—God’s special King—would rescue people from their wrong 
choices. Isaiah wrote a song to thank God for the coming Messiah. Isaiah 
said, “God, You were angry when I did not obey You, but You showed Your 
love to me. You are my Rescuer. I will trust in You and not be afraid.” Isaiah 
wrote about the day when God would keep His promise. God rescued His 
people by sending Jesus to die on the cross and come back to life. Isaiah 
said, “Give thanks to the Lord! Celebrate! Sing to God, for He has done 
amazing things! Let everyone know what God has done for us!”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.
 *God sent Jesus to rescue us.
 *We can thank God for Jesus.

Owner
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Isaiah 12. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. We can thank God for 
Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ Jesus is with you, Jesus is with you, everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave you; He will always love you! 
Follow Him, follow Him!”

SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue us. We can thank God for Jesus. WE 

CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS and His love for us.

READ ABOUT GOD’S PROMISES
Provide a Bible storybook and read to babies favorite stories that 
point to Jesus. Talk about how God promised to send Jesus.
SAY: Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. God sent Jesus to rescue 
us like He promised. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

WALK IN A PRAISE PARADE
Clear obstacles from the floor and hold the babies as you play 
worship songs. If babies are beginning to walk, hold their hands and 
let them “walk.” Move around the room, gently bouncing babies 
and cheering for Jesus.
SAY: Isaiah wrote a song to thank God for the Messiah. Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God. We can thank God for Jesus. WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS too!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.



56 Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 27 • Session 6

Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open 
your Bible to Isaiah 12. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE THANKFUL ART
Draw a cross outline on heavyweight paper for each toddler. Help 
toddlers use paintbrushes to paint liquid glue within the outline 
of the crosses. Help them to press orange, brown, yellow, and red 
tissue paper crumples, pom-poms, or leaves onto the cross. If you 
use leaves, post an allergy alert. Set artwork aside to dry.
SAY: Isaiah thanked God for the Messiah, or special king. Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

DRESS UP LIKE A KING OR QUEEN
Provide toy crowns and tiaras, toy necklaces, and some paper towel 
tubes to serve as scepters. Invite toddlers to dress up as kings and 
queens. Talk about the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Isaiah told about a special king. Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

PASS THE SCROLL
Roll a piece of paper and tie it with yarn. Invite toddlers to sit in a 
circle and pass the scroll. When you say “stop,” say the Main Point.
SAY: Isaiah told about Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

PLAY “I SPY”
Print the Bible story picture. Provide non-breaking magnifying 
glasses for toddlers. Call out a characteristic of a person in the 
picture, and invite toddlers to spy that person.
SAY: Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. People in Bible times 
thanked God for Jesus, and we can too. WE CAN TELL OTHERS 

ABOUT JESUS. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

A SONG OF THANKSGIVING
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 12
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE STICKY ART
Draw a large heart on a sheet of clear contact plastic. Tape the 
contact plastic sticky side out to the table or the window at toddlers’ 
height. Provide shape cutouts, tissue paper squares, artificial 
feathers, and other items for toddlers to stick to the contact plastic. 
Briefly talk about the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY: Isaiah wrote a song to thank God for sending the Messiah. 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. We can thank God for Jesus. 
WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS and His love for us!

SING SONGS ABOUT JESUS
Invite toddlers to clap, dance, or tap the table as you sing songs 
about Jesus’ love, such as “Jesus Loves Me.” You may also sing the 
chorus of “To God Be the Glory” or other hymns. 
SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue us because He loves us so much. We 
can thank God for Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

LOOK AT A GLOBE OR MAP
Provide a simple map or globe for toddlers to examine. Talk about 
how God made the people who live all over the world. 
SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue people from their wrong choices. We 
can thank God for Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS, 

God’s Son!
Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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How do you make a deeper, clearer connection to God’s Word? The Christian 

Standard Bible is proven to be the optimal blend of accuracy and readability. So 

it’s as literal to the original as possible without losing its ability to stir your heart. 

You’ll find it to be highly trustworthy — and deeply satisfying. The CSB: Truth  

so clear, you’ll want to read it, share it, and live it. Learn more at CSBible.com. 
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